PARSIS AND CHRISTIAN PROPAGANDA

has seemed to harden them, as is always the case when people reject
truth.

We have already suggested some reasons why the Parsi
mind has proved hard ground for the reception of the seed of
the Kingdom. Before attempting further analysis, it will be
well to listen to Parsi witnesses. No weightier could be called
than Malabari, whose was so specially the anima naturaliter
Christiana. The following remarks on the question can be
trusted from him:

It hardly seems to be in the nature of things that Christianity can
gain on the subtle Indian intellect. As a race, we have little impulse
or emotion in a matter like this; and thus what is readily accepted by
the exquisitely-nerved European, as the direct instance of revelation,
with us i inks into a burst of pure fanaticism. Faith, which precedes
and supersedes thought with the devout Christian, and which has been,
from time to time, working magically on the most sublime intellects of
the West, seldom actuates the heart of the proud Asiatic, who strives
to purchase salvation with work, and never stoops to accept it as alms,
as it assuredly would be if faith were to be his only merit. Still, it must
be borne in mind, that all human work falls short in this as in every
other case.1

Christians would agree that even Malabari has not penetrated
below the surface of the Christian doctrine of Faith. But the
balancing is so fine that an Eastern reader might well declare
Malabari to be condemning the Indian habit of mind, and
wistfully pronouncing the European in the right.

The hindrances that bar the short and easy road from
Zarathushtra to Christ are briefly summed up in the every-
where-observed fact that the good is the enemy of the best.
The Parsis are hard to win for reasons not unlike those that
account for the stubbornness of the Jews, to whom they are
parallel in many ways. Both look back with unlimited
reverence to a very great prophet standing at the earliest
dawn of their national religious history. Both have overlaid
the teaching of their Founders with a mass of later accretions

1 Quoted in R. P. Karkaria, India: Forty Years of Progress and Reform
(Londpn, Henry Frowde, 1896).